
 

 

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on Friday, 17 
December 2021 at 10.00 am at Teams 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr M Hawkins 
Mr AWC Lamb 
Mr FI Morgan 
 

Mr GRPM Roberts 
Mr CP Turner 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
 

Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Ms G Elliott - Area Manager - Copeland 
Mr D Gibson - Senior Countryside Access Officer 
Mr N Raymond - Highways Asset & Strategy Manager 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Team Leader 
Ms L Shaw - Area Manager - Allerdale 
Mr M Taylor - Local Area Network Manager (Copeland) 
Mr P Telford - Development Management Officer 
 
15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence received for the meeting. 
 
16 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2021 be agreed as 

a true record of the meeting. 
 
17 DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members received a report that presented an overview of Flood and Development 
Management activities in the Copeland area.  Appended to the report were major 
and strategic planning applications, a section 106 contributions update and current 
flooding investigations in the area.   
 
It was noted that 17 properties had suffered internal flooding since the last meeting 
of the Group.  The flood event in October had caused various flooding within the 
Copeland area including properties in Whitehaven and various rivers burst their 
banks across Copeland causing flooding in properties in Egremont, Cleator and 
Holmrook and Bootle. 
 
The Local Member for Mirehouse reported that raw sewerage was leaking into a 
beck at Beck Bottom and raised concerns that more development in the area would 
exacerbate the problem.  The Development Management Officer said that concerns 



 

 

needed to be raised with United Utilities, who were responsible for drainage and 
Copeland Borough Council, who were the planning authority. 
 
The Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees expressed concerns on Section 
17 of Copeland Borough Council’s Local Plan and felt that a cohesive strategic 
approach between the County and Borough Council was needed.  The Local 
Member for Cleator Moor East and Frizington raised concerns on the proposed 
extension to Leconfield Industrial Estate and felt that improved internal 
communication, as well as external communication with the Borough Council, was 
crucial.  The Local Member for Cleator Moor West supported this.  Members were 
concerned about future developments and the impact these would have on the 
highways network and education facilities  It was suggested and agreed that a 
specific meeting with appropriate staff from both authorities be arranged to  discuss 
this in January 2022.  The Area Manager informed members that a report was likely 
to be on the agenda for the January meeting of the Local Committee on the 
Connected Cleator Moor Business Plan. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
18 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
The Local Area Network Manager presented a report updating members on 
Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in February. The Local 
Area Network Manager took members through the report, detailing:- 
 

 Winter Maintenance Update 

 Countryside Access Update 

 A595 Liaison Group 

 Updates on Environment and COMF Schemes 

 Storm Arwen 
 
The Highways Operations Manager gave a presentation on the ongoing Winter 
Maintenance service review.  The presentation outlined the current winter 
maintenance routes, route identification and resilient gritting network routes.  The 
Manager concluded by outlining the next steps to be taken.  In answer to members’ 
questions, the Highways Operations Manager advised that consultation with 
members would only take place if there was specific changes to  routes and agreed 
to circulate larger key coded versions of the route maps.  The use of highways 
depots and self-help schemes were discussed. 
 
A countryside access update was given at the meeting.  Members noted the work to 
establish the route on the ground between Silecroft and Green Road Station was 
continuing and was still on target for completion this financial year.  A meeting had 
taken place with Natural England regarding the long term funding of the new trail.   
Members were informed the works to improve the surface of the bridleway at Middle 
Cut were progressing, had been tendered and a start date was awaited from the 
contractor.  The Chair was assured that the work would be completed within the 
current financial year.  The gap in the coastal route between Seascale and 
Beckermet was discussed and it was noted that Sustrans was looking at options to 
establish a cycle link. 



 

 

 
The Local Area Network Manager informed members that the next meeting of the 
A595 Liaison Group was scheduled for 20 January and National Highways had 
committed to provide a list of the three preferred improvement schemes for the 
A595 for Copeland at this meeting.   Members were informed on progress of the 
Environment and COMF schemes. 
 
Members were informed of the damage and severe disruption Storm Arwen had 
caused around the county.  It was noted that the Copeland Team had received 43 
calls for services in a 12 hour period.  The Local Area Network Manager highlighted 
that two roads in the district were still closed and repairs were ongoing. 
 
To conclude the Local Area Network Manager said that work with the development 
management team would take place on the B5344  to resolve the flooding issues in 
Drigg.  
 
The Local Member for Cleator Moor East and Frizington asked for an update on the 
traffic lights in Lamplugh.  The Local Area Network Manager reported that these 
would continue to be monitored in the short to medium term with a view of a new 
scheme being developed in the next financial year.  The Local Member for Gosforth 
raised the issue of minor jobs taking a long time to be addressed.  The Local Area 
Network Manager said that the team tried to address all issues, advised on depleted 
manpower and asked Members to report these issues via the HIAMs system in the 
first instance.   Members noted, once a reference number was received from the 
HIAMs system, specific issues if not resolved, could be raised with the Local Area 
Network Manager.  The Local Member for Mirehouse was informed that a request 
for street lighting could be raised as an enquiry through the HIAMs system and was 
given an update on work that was to take place around St John’s Church.  The 
Chair thanked the Highways Team for all the work undertaken in South Copeland. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
19 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT TEAM LEADER UPDATE 
 
Members received a report providing an update on topical traffic management 
related matters within Copeland.  The Traffic Management Team Leader advised 
the Group that between January 2021 and present day a total of 229 temporary 
traffic regulation orders had been processed.  The officer advised that assessments 
of requests for alterations to the Copeland Remainder Traffic Regulation Review 
were nearly complete and draft proposals were being drawn up.  It was noted that 
members would be invited to discuss the proposals within their division prior to any 
consultation material being distributed. 
 
An update on the School Streets Initiative at St Patrick’s School, Cleator Moor was 
given to members.  Initial observations showed largely positive results, however 
certain issues were apparent.  Members heard that the restriction was widely 
observed while the road closed signs were in place but the upright signs were often 
ignored where school staff had been unable to place the road closed boards.  It was 
noted that safety in the immediate vicinity of the school on Todholes Road had 
improved but many of the vehicles had relocated to the area outside the restriction 



 

 

causing some disruption and obstruction around the junction with Brierley Road.  It 
was believed that further educational work was required with parents to attempt to 
alter driver behaviour and encourage parents to consider alternative arrangements 
for travel to school.  The monitoring of the scheme would continue over future 
months.  The Local Member for Cleator Moor West suggested the presence of the 
enforcement team to reinforce the message. 
 
The Local Member for Mirehouse agreed to email the Traffic Management Team 
Leader on parking issues around an adult centre in his division.  In answer to a 
question from the Chair, members were informed that a positive meeting had been 
held with Whitehaven Town Councillors where parking issues had been raised.  The 
Traffic Management Team Leader said that these could be looked at when the 
review of the Whitehaven TRO took place.   
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader verbally updated members on traffic issues 
around St Benedict’s School, Red Lonning and the surrounding area.  Members 
noted that a traffic model had been completed which would be used to trial possible 
solutions to the problems that occurred in the area.  It was agreed that a special 
meeting on the outcome of the trials be arranged for members and other interested 
parties.   
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader verbally updated the Group on the proposed 
Kent Carriage Gap at How Hall Farm, Ennerdale.  It was his intention to raise an 
officer key decision to install combination lock bollards at the request of United 
Utilities, being the landowner, and their partner agencies, the Lake District National 
Park Authority and the local farmer.  The Traffic Management Team Leader has 
suggested to these bodies that limited access to licensed groups should be 
maintained with the proviso that access could be revoked if the land was misused.  
United Utilities agreed to consider this and would report back before the officer key 
decision was finalised.  Members supported the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
20 CRASH GROUP 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader advised on CRASH matters.  An update on 
the speeding issues at Holmrook was given.  It was noted that further surveys had 
been ordered in the area and once the data was received from these, this would be 
scrutinised and circulated to the Chair and the CRASH representative. 
 
21 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Group will be held on 18 February 2022 at 
10.00 am via Teams. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.50 am 
  

 
 

 


